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in spite of Paul Cambon's appeal to Grey on July 30,
recalling their exchange of notes in 1912,137 and in spite of
a personal entreaty which President Poincare sent by special
messenger to King George on the afternoon of July 31,138
the British Foreign Secretary still remained unwilling to
give any pledge to France. As Grey notified the British
Ambassador in Paris:
I went on to say to M. Cambon that though we should
have to put our policy before Parliament, we could not
, pledge Parliament in advance. Up to the present moment,
we did not feel, and public opinion did not feel, that any
treaties or obligations of this country were involved. Fur-
ther developments might alter this situation and cause the
Government and Parliament to take the view that inter-
vention was justified. The preservation of the neutrality of
Belgium might be, I would not say a decisive, but an im-
portant factor, in determining our attitude. . . .
M. Cambon expressed great disappointment at my reply.
He repeated his question of whether we would help Trance
if Germany made an attack on her.
I said that I could only adhere to the answer that, as far
as things had gone at present, we could not take any en-
gagement. The latest news was that Russia had ordered
a complete mobilization of her fleet and army. This, it
seemed to me, would precipitate a crisis, and would make it
appear that German mobilization was being forced by
Russia™
Sir Arthur Nicolson and Sir Eyre Crowe, however, were
strongly urging that "the whole policy of the Entente can
 137	See above, at notes 11-13.
 138	C/, BD,, 366; and Poincare, TV, 437440.
180 Grey to Bertie, July 81; BD., 367; and Paul Cambon's reports,
in Poincare, IV, 440442, 475-478. The words in Italics were suppressed
from the British Blue Book of 1914 (No. 119). They show that Grey
realized the truth, but allowed it to be suppressed in order to support the
Franco-Russian effort to minimize the importance of Russia's step.

